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Interested in serving your community? Become a board
member and have your voice heard! How often have you
looked around your neighborhood and thought, “I wish I could
make a difference?” Now is your chance. Be on the frontline of
addressing concerns like graffiti, unkempt lawns, broken down
cars, and other signs of homeowner neglect. Be active in
supporting the value of your home and neighborhood. The
Garfield Park Neighborhood Associations is the second largest in
the city and needs your help. As the second largest
neighborhood association in Grand Rapids, we have a very big
job ahead of us and need committed Board Members to help us.
In addition to attending monthly Board meeting, you would help
organize events, promotional activities and be active in
community outreach. At our Board meetings you will review
current neighborhood concerns, program budgets and plan
upcoming events in the Garfield Neighborhood Associations
area. Take this opportunity to become an active member of your
community and neighborhood. Show your support and concern
by volunteering as a Board Member of the Garfield
Neighborhood Associations (GPNA). Please contact Kathy
Woudstra in the GPNA office at (616) 241-2443 to come on board.
We look forward to your involvement!

Global Creative Arts Distributor

We are now looking for the best and the
brightest to join our office & warehouse teams.

View all our jobs on our website or visit our
office for an application.

Notions Marketing
1500 Buchanan SW, Grand Rapids
616.243.8424 notionsmarketing.com
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GPNA Calendar
January 10  Annual Membership
Meeting

April 7 Easter Egg Hunt
June 16 Garage Sale &=
August 7 NNO v
Sept. 9 Arts and crafts
Fall 2012 Dumpster Day
\. J

Prevent Snow Blower Thefts

Records indicate that 81% of all snow blower
thefts occurred during the hours of darkness
and 60% were stolen from garages. In most
instances, the garages were unlocked and the
snow blowers unsecured.

. Secure with a heavy hardened steel cable

2. Lock with a harden padlock. The shackle
should lock at both the heel and toe

3. Secure to the wall of the garage or floor by
use of a proper size eye bolt
Cover the snow blower-keep it out of sight
List the model and serial # of the item
Engrave it with your MI Drivers License #
Never leave your equipment unattended for

N

even a short period of time.

Call and report suspicious activity (456-3363)
such as people walking through the
neighborhood with snow blowers or loading
them into vans or trucks.




Employment Help: Two Great Programs:

Goodwill Industries has a new employment
search program called Achieve that is designed to
obtaining long
employment. The program teaches how living a
ideas of responsibility,
accountability, merit, perseverance, and stamina
enables one to successfully achieve career and
personal goals.
assistance with resume creation, individualized job

assist individuals in -term

life based upon the

Program participants receive

leads, interview practice, financial planning and
management, setting a career path, becoming self-
sufficient, and more. Successful participants will
obtain employment earning at least $9.50 an hour.
Interested candidates should be at least 18 years
old, have a record free of violent felonies, and be
motivated and ready to work. For more
information, contact Toni McQueeney at (616) 451-
8800 or attend an orientation session held every
Monday at 10:00am at Goodwill Industries located

on 455 Grand Ave. NE in Grand Rapids.

GPNA Website gets a new look

Pathways to Prosperity: Our Pathways to Prosperity
funds allow YOU to get real training for real jobs! Attend
a free information session to find out if you qualify!
There will be two sessions held at the Garfield Park
Lodge, January 2, 7:30 PM, & January 4, 3:30 PM. This
innovative program trains qualified individuals for high
growth and emerging industries, including energy
efficiency, renewable energy, green manufacturing,
healthcare, and other green job careers. Pathways to
Prosperity specifically assists individuals who may face
challenges such as basic literacy, job readiness skills,
English as a second language, or other barriers to
employment such as the need for transportation. Their
goal is to help these individuals find success that benefits
both them and the economy of Michigan. For other
available sessions or additional information contact:
grcc.edu/ThePath (616) 234-3400.

Grand Rapids Community College is proud to partner with ACSET
(Area Community Services Employment and Training), Goodwill of
Greater Grand Rapids, Manpower, the Women’s Resource Center,
and the Literacy Center of West Michigan on this Project.

Want to add your own comments to crime alerts on the GPNA Website? Visit our website at the following
location to receive your own login and sign up for e-news and this newsletter via email. www.gpnagr.org.
The weekend of October 21-23 was a busy one at The Geek Group Leonard Street Labs. Information
Technology specialists donated 3 days of their time to help Non-profits complete projects. GPNA was one
of 13 (out of 50) non-profits chosen for this event. The main effort accomplished for GPNA was a new

website, implementing a content management system that simplifies mass-emails to our residents,
volunteer and other online sign-up forms. Besides providing a Great Looking Website the effort will save
significant time for the staff at GPNA. We want to recognized GiveCamp and all of the volunteers for
working hard to help GPNA and 13 other non-profits. It was a long weekend but also lots of fun!

We are working on a few items, such as events are in the wrong chronological order. But these are minor

and will be fixed soon.

The picture shows our volunteers, Ross Hunter, Taylor
VandenHoek, Margaret O'Donnell, and Jonathan Pichot (not
pictured). For more information about The Geek Group or

GiveCamp visit our website:

http://www.gpnagr.org/announcement/givecamp-2011
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Nuestra Pagina Web tiene un nuevo diseiio

Quiere ser parte de nuestra pagina Web con sus
comentarios relacionados al Alerta de Crimen? Visite
nuestra pagina para que reciba su forma de entrar o
firme para recibir informaciéon y noticias asi como
nuestro periodico via correo electrénico.

El fin de semana del 21-23 de Octubre fue muy ocupada
en los Laboratorios “The Geek Group” en la calle
Leonard. Especialistas en tecnologia donaron 3 dias de
su tiempo para ayudar con proyectos a entidades sin
fines de lucro. La Asociacion de Vecinos fue una de las
entidades sin fines de lucro en ser elegida con este
proposito y para este evento. El principal motivo y
esfuerzo completado por la Asociacion de Vecinos fue
nuestra nueva pagina web, implementando un sistema
manejable de contenido que simplificara los correos
electrénico en grandes cantidades para nuestros
residentes, voluntarios o cualquier otra persona que
firme para recibir los mismos. Aparte que ahora la
pagina se ve mucho mas atractivo, el esfuerzo ahorrara
una significante cantidad de tiempo a nuestros
Queremos reconocer a este grupo de
voluntarios Profesionales, por todo el trabajo para
ayudar a la Asociacion de Vecinos del Parque Garfield
y a otras 13 diferentes agencias, sin fines de lucro. Fue
un fin de semana largo pero lleno de diversion a la

empleados.

misma vez!

Todavia estamos tratando de corregir algunas cosas que
estamos trabajando, como son los eventos que no estan
cronologicamente en orden. Pero, estas son cositas
pequenas que seran reparadas en poco tiempo.

La foto muestra a nuestros voluntarios, Ross Hunter,
Taylor VandenHoek,
Jonathan Pichot (no foto).
Para mas informacién sobre el Grupo The Geek, o
GiveCamp  visite pagina de  web:
http://www.gpnagr.org/announcement/givecamp-2011

Margaret O’Donnell, and

nuestra

facebook

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Garfield-

Park-Neighborhoods-Association
Facebook en espafiol: GPNA Asoc Vecinos
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Camino a la Prosperidad:

Fondos con el programa Camino a la Prosperidad
(Pathways to Prosperity) le ayuda a Usted a
conseguir entrenamiento para Buenos trabajos!
Asista a una sesidon completamente gratis para
saber si usted cualifica! Tendremos una sesion en
la Asociacion de Vecinos de Garfield, el dia 2 de
Enero 2012 a las 7:30PM y el dia 4 de Enero 2012 a
las 3:30PM, Este programa entrenara individuos
que cualifiquen para la alza en demanda de
trabajos en la industria, incluyendo energia
renovable, manufactura, cuidado de salud, y otros

Trabajos enfatizados al cuidado ambiental o sea
“green”. Camino a la Prosperidad especificamente
asiste a individuos que confrontan problemas
como de limitaciones en la literatura, destrezas de
lectura, Ingles como segundo idioma, o cualquier
otra barrera o limitaciéon para conseguir trabajo,
como también puede ser el de transportaciéon. La
meta es ayudar a estos individuos a encontrar el
éxito que les beneficiaran a ellos y también a la
economia de Michigan. Para mads informacion
favor de llamar al 616.234.3400 o grcc.edu/ThePath

Vitale’s Pizza-Burton Heights
315 Burton SW  616-241-3368
Monday-Thurs: 11AM - 1 PM

Friday-Sat: 11 AM -3 AM
Sunday: 4 PM— 1 AM

Buy-A-Real-Pizza
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GPNA Annual Meeting - Join Us
Elect New Board Members

Community Police Officer

City Commissioners

Raffle Prizes including a mnew Bissell
Vacuum and Bissell Shampooer

v' Food & Beverages

AN

When: January, 10 2012 - 6:00 — 8:00 PM
Where: Garfield Park Lodge

Every year all residents of GPNA are invited to our
Annual Board Meeting. This is an extremely
important meeting and we need your assistance
and involvement to help the Board set next year’s
goals, talk to our community police officers and
City Commissioners. At this meeting we will draw
for raffle prizes. Everyone attending will receive 4
free CFL light bulbs and there will be food and
refreshments. Please plan on spending a few hours
of your time with the GPNA Staff, Board members,
and other stakeholders.

If you are interested in serving on the GPNA Board
or a committee, please email Kathy Woudstra at
kwoudstra@gpnagr.org.

Evite que le roben la maquina de limpiar nieve

Las estadisticas muestran que el 81% de los robos a las
maquina de limpiar nieve ocurren cuando obscurece y
60% las roban de los garajes. En él mayoria de los casos,
los garajes no estan cerrados y las maquinas no estan
aseguradas con cadenas y candado.
1. Asegure la maquina con un buen cable de metal
2. Ponga un candado, que asegure la maquina a un
lugar seguro.
3. Asegure la maquina en un lugar firme y seguro
del piso y de la pared
4. Mantenga la maquina fuera de la vista de la gente,
cubrala cuando no esta en uso.
5. Escriba el numero y marca de registracion de la
maquina en un lugar seguro
6. Marquela con el numero de licencia de conducir,
de esta manera puede ser identificada en caso de
robo
7. Nunca la deje desatendida aunque sea por un
corto periodo de tiempo.
Llame si nota algo sospechoso (456-3363) ya sea alguna
persona cargando con una maquina en el bloque o
vecindario o echdndola en una van o truck.

City Facebook....

Sabia Usted que la Ciudad de Grand Rapids esta
usando la pagina de Facebook, Twitter y You Tube
para poner informacion?

Favor de accesar los grupos a continuacién:
http://www.facebook.com/CityofGrandRapids
http://twitter.com/CityGrandRapids
http://youtube.com/CityofGrandRapids

Brad King

Shoe Repair &
Dhry Clearirg
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Se estan buscando Voluntarios que puedan hacer la
diferencia! Junior Achievement estad actualmente
buscando en la comunidad Voluntarios para las
escuelas de Grand Rapids desde k-12 grado. Junior
Achievement estd dedicado a ensenar a estudiantes
el valor de los negocios y la economia, y como
voluntario puedes ensenar sus programas en
nuestras escuelas participantes. También JA provee
entrenamiento para ser voluntario, asi como
lecciones divertidas para todos los programas de JA.
Haga la diferencia en la vida de un nifo! Favor de
llamar a Pam Harris al 616.575.9080, ext. 232 o
puedes electrénico a
pamela.harris@ja.org para mas informacion.

enviar un  mensaje

Alger Hardware & Rental
“Where Service Equals Savings”
2408 Eastern Ave SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
616-243-9730

$5 OFF Rental! | FREE Key &
of $15 or more Buy 1 Get | Free S

Offer good for single cut keys only
Not valid with any other offer
Coupon Expires March 31, 2012

Not valid with any other offer
Coupon Expires March 31, 2012
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G A R F I E L D

Please welcome
Frances Dalton to the
GPNA staff. Fran is
the new SE Crime &

Community Organizer. Fran joined
GPNA on November 15, 2011 and
comes to GPNA after a career
working with community programs
within Grand Rapids. She has a
wide knowledge of our community,

the non-profit network, and other
resources available to help the
residents of GPNA. Fran states she
is excited about the opportunity to
return to work in a position where
she can serve the community. Fran
enjoys working with people and
finding opportunities to make things
better.

Her email is fdalton@gpnagr.org

New or Renewed Memberships
Standard Membership

Aay, Henk & Christine

Ailward, Vivian L

Alliston, Bob & Maryann
Aupperlee, Rachel and Brad
Barnes, Lecia

Birnie, Steven & Maureen

Boer, Dawn and Christopher

Boss, Robin & David
Boyink, Sharon & Roger

Bratt, Jim & Tina

Chivis, DJ

Cooper, Bryant & Valencia
Cooper, Sarah & Brian
Davenport, Louis

Favila, Teresa

Guzman, Rosa

Harris, Chester & Pam
Jandernoa, Don

Jewell, Cindy

Johnson, DeMonte & Susan
Laarman, Brian and Gwen
Madison, Katie

P A R K Cc O NNE CT O R

LEGAL SERVICES
BY

BERNARD SCHAEFER

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury
Real Estate

Business
Family
Probate

(616) 272-4361 attorney@BernardSchaefer.com

More Information at: www.BernardSchaefer.com

GPNA MEMBER DISCOUNT

Renal Food Bank
GDT Estella C Dokes Renal Food Bank was
established to provide for the special

just a provider of food, but we are geared

nutritional needs of low income renal
patients. As we enter into our fifth year of
service, we are focused on being more than

toward being proponents of prevention
through education. Renal failure is often the
conclusion of relative illness such as diabetes
and hypertension. Those that have

kidney disease their diet is very restricted
and most food banks do not provide the food
that they need to receive their proper
nutrition. In many cases kidney disease can
be prevented with the proper diet, exercise
and medical care. To learn more please
call 616.2046350 or email:

ecdrenal@live.com.

www.gdtecdrenal.com
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Esther’s Corner
Holiday Safety Tips:
v' Do not store all
presents in one place
v" Do not advertise what
presents you receive: cut
up gift boxes and place
inside trash containers when possible.

you

Do not set trash containers out until pickup day
when big ticket items’ refuse is in your trash or
recycling

Put safe locks on all doors. A single cylinder
dead bolt with a 1” throw will do well

Pin or securely lock all main floor windows.
Don’t hide house keys in mailboxes, under
doormats, or other obvious places. Instead,
keep a key with a trusted neighobr4 in case of
emergency or locking yourself out

Do not hang or set purses, wallets, or other
valuables where they can be readily seen or
removed through a window or entry

Don'’t leave notes obviously pinned or tucked
somewhere, stating that you are not home

RETIRE YOUR WAY!

When you “retire,’ will you volunteer?

Work part time? Go back to school?

Whatever you decide, you need to be financially prepared. We can help.
Find your retirement reality at our free seminar Retirement Has Changed.

What's your next move?

Together, we'll explore how to determine if you are on track to reach your goals and

what to do if you're not where you'd like to be.

La esquina de Esthers
Precauciones para los dias Festivos

1.
2.

No ponga todos los regalos en un mismo lugar

No anuncie que regalo ha recibido o que nuevo equipo
electrénico ha comprado, rompa la caja e inmediatamente
pongala en el contenedor de basura o reciclaje sin que sea
vista

No ponga el contenedor de reciclaje o bolsas de basura antes
del dia de recogido

Asegure todas las puertas. Con el pestillo y una buena
cerradura.

Mantenga todas las ventanas de la casa cerradas y este
seguro que estas bien cerradas con el pestillo o pase un palo
de lado a lado que nadie la pueda levantar.

No ponga las carteras, monederos, o algo de valor a la vista
de alguien que facilmente los alcance....no lo ponga sobre el
counter donde alguien puede ver de afuera.

No esconda las llaves de la casa in los buzones de las cartas,
debajo de la alfombra de entrada, o en sitios que son obvios
de encontrar.

No deje notas en la puerta de que no estd en la casa, y si
viaja, ponga un stop a su correspondencia llenando una
forma en las oficinas del correo...no deje peridédicos en frente
de su casa que deja ver que no hay nadie en la casa.

GPNA Staff

Kathleen B. Woudstra
Executive Director

Esther Reyes: SW
Community Organizer

Fran Dalton: SE
Community Organizer

Date: Thursday, January 19
Thursday, February 16
Thursday, March 15

Time: 6:00-715p.m.

Location: Edward Jones, 924 Cherry St SE, Suite B, Grand Rapids, Ml 49508
RSVP: Contact Michelle at 451-8645 to reserve your seat

National Night Out

Board Members

Call today to reserve space for yourself and a guest at this free education

seminar. Dinner will be served.

Scott P McPheeters Financial Advisor

924 Cherry St. SE Suite B, Grand Rapids, M1 49506 616-451-8645

www.edwardjones.com  MemberSIFC

Edward Jones

MAKINQ SENSE OF INVESTING

President

Open - Vice President
Dawn Boer, Secretary

Lecia Barns, Treasurer
Dawn McCumber

D.]. Chivis

Judith Williams

A2 OO0
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Reunion Anual de la Asociacion de Vecinos del Parque Garfield---Le esperamos!
Tendremos Informacion de la Comunidad por nuestros Policias
Tendremos informacion de los Oficiales de la Ciudad de Grand Rapids

Enero 10, 2012 de 6:00-8:30PM -- Edificio de la Asociacién de Vecinos

Todos los afios invitamos a nuestra comunidad a nuestra reunidon anual de la Asociacion del Parque de Garfield.
Esta reunion es extremadamente importante y nuestro deseo es que usted asista y ayude a la Junta Directiva a
planificar nuestras metas y propositos para el nuevo ano. También tiene usted la oportunidad de hablar y
recibir informacion de los Policias de la Comunidad asi como los Comisionados de la Ciudad. En esta reuniéon
tendremos premios, sorteos y cada uno del que asista recibird 4 CFL bombillas gratis, también tendremos
comida y refrigerios. También rifaremos una Aspiradora de polvo y una para limpiar alfombras.

Haga planes para compartir unas horas en esta importante reunion y pueda conocer y hablar con la Junta de la
AVPG, empleados y otras entidades que participan con nosotros.

Si quiere ser parte de la Junta Directiva de la Asociacion o quiere pertenecer a uno de nuestros comités, favor de
escribir a mi correo electrénico: ereyes@gpnagr.org o llame al 241-2443 y deje el mensaje.

Standard-Cont. Silver
Wassink, Kathy Dieleman, Morrie & Mary

New or Renewed memberships
Standard-Cont.

May, Donald Weddle, Ludie & James graayer, Sidney & Gladys

- . aston, Francine
McCumber, Dawn Wheeler, Philip & Louisa Gill, Odester
Meyers, Christy Wickering, Shirley Goff, John & Emily
Miller, Marcia T. Wilson, Charles & Anette Hawkins, Daniel & Katherine
Muhammad, Malikah Word, Shahied Heydens, Donald

Paplawsky, Peter & Cara Lee
Rausen, Darlen Lutz & Alma B.
Reader, Christopher & Amanda
Roby, Ronny

Schaefer, Bernard

Schilling, Yvonne & Ken
Scholten, Michael & Kelli
Setsma, Dave

Simpson, John & Kathleen
Snow, Gregory & Katherine
Start, Douglas & Jessica
Stegink, Angean

Stoner, William & Rosalind
Tamirano, Al

Timmerman, Pat & Tim
VanBeek, Glenda

Vandereyk, Leslie Kohn, Martha
Vidro, Norbert

Waalkes, Jennifer & Timothy

Zinser, Tom & Jane

Gold

Berends, Dave

Bruinooge, Mike & Anne
Butler, Valerie

Hempel, Clare Edwin
Huizinga, Chuck & Wendy
Ippel, Paul & Trudi
McPheeters, Scott

Smith, Dudrey & Martha
Vander Veen, Dale & Janette

VanderMeulen, Peter & Margaret

Business Members
Hope Academy of West Ml

Platinum Business Member
Lighthouse Full Life Center Church

Janker, Nate
Klein-Wassink, Bruce
Medema, David & Connie
Rashewsky, Edith
Ryskamp, Beverly
Simpson, Todd & Julie
Sizick, Johanna

Slotsema, Dan & Linda
Sneed, Delores

Stek, David & Jan

Stout, Deanna & Jeffrey
Swanson, David

Trice, Bert & Mary
VandenBerg, Todd & Shari
VanMeurs, Daniel
Woudstra, Kathleen & John

Merry Christmas
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Seeking Community Volunteers Interested in Making a Difference! Junior Achievement is currently seeking
community volunteers for Grand Rapids area schools K-12th grade. Junior Achievement is dedicated to teaching
students the value of business and economics, and as a volunteer you would teach JA programs in our
participating schools. Junior Achievement provides volunteer training and detailed, fun lesson plans for all JA
programs. Make a difference in a child’s life! Please contact Pam Harris at 616.575.9080, ext. 232 or email
pamela.harris@ja.org<mailto:pamela.harris@ja.org> for more information.

City FaceBook..... Did you know the City has been using Facebook, Twitter and YouTube to
disseminate information?

Check out these links:

http://www.facebook.com/cityofgrandrapids

http://twitter.com/CityGrandRapids

http://voutube.com/CityofGrandRapids

Ayuda para trabajar: Dos Programas:

Industria Goodwill tiene un nuevo programa de busqueda de trabajo conocida por Logro/Alcanzar (Achieve),
el cual esta designado para asistir individuos que puedan obtener un trabajo a largo tiempo. El programa
ensena como vivir una vida basada en la responsabilidad, meritos, perseverancia, y estima para lograr adquirir
trabajo y metas personales. Los participantes de este programa reciben asistencia en prepara resumes, guia
individual para lograr conseguir un trabajo, practica para desarrollar cualidades en el proceso de entrevista,
planificacion en las finanzas, aprender a ser autosuficiente, y mas. Los participantes que logren conseguir
pasar este programa recibirdn a cambio trabajo con una entrada de $9.50 por hora. Candidatos interesados
deben de tener 18 afios de edad, tener un record libre de casos violentos, y estar motivados y listos para
trabajar. Para mas informacion favor de comunicarse con Tony McQueeney al 616.451.8800 o atender una
sesion de orientacion que se lleva a cabo todos los Lunes a las 10 de la mafana en la Industria Goodwill, 455
Avenida Grand NE, GR.
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